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componcntrcgions. and dcoply conccr;ed with
thc futurc cconclmic tleve lopmcnt o1'the State,
but sadly ncglccis tlie contemporary physical
iind Cultural lahdscapes. What has cmcrged in
thc process is a hook ihat is ric,h in tacls, yct
tehds t() be stcrlle in idcirs ilfld interprctative
vicwprlilrts.

An itrfbrrnativc textand a goorl introduction to
Matlhya Pradesh,

K. R. Di.rit

tural lirctors which inllucncc thc layout and
construction ol'thc houscs. lri thc ncxt threc
chaptcrs detailed analysis oI trib:rl, non-tribal
and multi-tirlk houscs bascd on primary sur-
vey (through qucstionnaircs and thc authclr's
own pcccptionand ohscrvations) is made. Thc
authrtr irt conclusion lcels that the cultural
Iuctors arc more porvcr[ul than physicaI tac-
tors in dctcrmining thc variatjons in htrusc
types, a crontention hc has cnntradicted many
a timc in the text. What is emphasized in the
tcxt is the simplicity and traditionality of lblk
dwcllings as also thcir rclation in thc ecologi-
cal context. Untortunatcl),. thc maps. platcs
and the figurcs havc lost clarity in rcduction.
Thc author mav rcmedy this shortctlming in
thc ncxt edition. Thc book is dcl'initely a

wclcomc additbn trl thc: sparsc litcraturc on
lblk houscs.

-lut,unula Dklelee

ritorial organizatiorr ol the State in a histttrical
pcispectivc, with il short chapter on lhe city of
Bhopal. Thert lbllow the disctissirlh dl re-

sourccs and their dcvelopmeitt (rtlrtural fe-
sourL'.cs, powcr resources, Narmada i,alleY
pro.lects, Agflculture, ltrod, industrial devel-
opmcnt, Populatitln, tfflnsport and tourisfn,
icvels oIdevclopmcht, plnnning and devciop-
mcnt and summary and r-ollclusiort) rvith a

bitrliography and 0l index,

ln writing this hook. Singir is itcutely alirrc to
thc past glory ol' Mldhya Pradesh lnd its

Th is book lirl lorvs tltc trcnd o I thc stud y, o l' lirl k
housc types as thc central theme in Cultural
Geography, cspeciaIly among lndian Geogra-
phers. The author, timc ancl again, stresscs thc
importance ol lblk houses irs the most obvious
and visible aspccts in undcrstanding thc dis-
tinctive cultural landscalres. He has conlined
his study to the lower Chambal Rcgion and
idcntilicd ninc house types which ho turther
pr.lts undcr thrce broad catcgories. Thc book is
organised inttl six chapters. The introductory
chaptcr tamiliarizes thc rcader u,ith thc thcmc
and also thc: study area, eivine a bricl revicw
of thc literature pcrtaining to thc study, th(j
scopc, mcthodology and hypothcsis cncling
rvith the tvprllogy ttl krlk houscs in the rcsion.
Thc second chapter dcals with the dift'erent
clemcnts ol'lblk dwcllines likc thc marcrial
uscd tirr construction irnd thc lavout ol thc
individual units. Thc author he re drvelis ulton
various phvsical, ecographical. social ancl cul-
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